Capsule endoscopy in clinical practice.
Capsule endoscopy is a new technology that is changing the diagnostic endoluminal approach to a variety of disorders and conditions. Initially introduced for the evaluation of the small bowel, endoscopic imaging now can visualize the esophagus and the colon. Any assessment of a new technology should focus on its feasibility, patient tolerance and acceptance, safety, and value in terms of diagnostic or therapeutic use. Since the introduction of capsule endoscopy in 2000, considerable data have become available regarding these issues. This article will review the clinical applications and issues concerning capsule endoscopy utilization.